
CDM & Climate Change

       Clean Development Mechanism.               Climate Change - CDM projects:       CDM  projects are implemented
globally under Kyoto Protocol to reduce green  house gases emission and Global warming by UNFCCC. India is second
most  potential country to implement CDM projects. But it is necessary to  scan CDM projects as it should not only mean
for money exchange       CDM  is a market based mechanism under Kyoto Protocol which allows trading  of carbon as
commodity. Developing country can reduce their green house  gas emission and earn CER &ndash; Certified Emission
Reduction which can be  traded to developed countries. Apart from project participants UNFCCC  and third party
validators are involved in this process. India is hot  destination for CDM project due to diversity in project, skilled people 
and easy permission from national authority. India has highest number  of registered CDM projects in world.       CDM -
Paryavaran Mitra's observations:       Paryavaran  Mitra is closely observing the CDM policy in India and also at the 
proposed and implemented projects in Gujarat. Our research has led us  to the following conclusions:                
 -            The  Ministry of Environment & Forest is the nodal agency for CDM  projects in India. Thus for any CDM project
introduced in India, NOC  from SPCB and the permission of the MoEF is required. We have concluded  that these have
been reduced to mere formalities and paperwork instead  of them acting as regulating bodies for CDM Projects.               
  
 -            The  Indian government acts as a mere promoter of CDM projects rather than  monitoring and evaluating these
projects. Till date, not a single  proposal has been rejected by the Government, even if global companies  believe that
such a project is not worth Carbon Credits!                  
 -            In  some cases, a CDM project is in operation while in same campus some  other operation causes greater
pollution; this defeats the greater  objective of Kyoto- saving the Environment.                  
 -            In  almost all such CDM projects, prior to its implementation the local  communities have been victims of
pollution from these industries  especially due to green house gases emissions. Ethically, CDM projects  should share
their revenue for the community's welfare.                  
 -            Often,  there is no appropriate public consultation about such CDM projects;  the public is unaware of their
implications. While EPH is mandatory for  all other industrial setups, the MoEF is silent about making any Public 
Hearings for these projects - creating double standards through the  law. It seems obvious then that MNCs shall opt for
CDM Projects in  order to do away with Environmental procedure - what remains the  largest hindrance for their
unchecked proliferation.                  
 -            There  are 104 registered CDM projects between India and UK alone. Under these  projects 16586726 Certified
Emission Reductions (Almost 650 to 900  crores INR) are traded every year. However, neither the Government nor  the
public are stakeholders for the benefits of such revenue. For CDM  projects to achieve their objective - it must have a
larger motive than  profit- making.                       Current problems of CDM                
 -            Lack of transparency (only between Government ,companies and International bodies)                  
 -            Cheap option for developed countries to buy carbon credits                  
 -            No transformational effects                  
 -            Community impacts (positive or negative) not evaluated.                  
 -            No monitoring at national and state government level                       How should mechanism be reformed?          
     
 -            As the CDM process shall expire in 2012, what should be the future options available?                       ON THE
ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE       Paryavaran Mitra sees its role at two levels.                        
 -            Studying  specific protocols and their implication to the poor and marginalized  and     simplifying and
communicating the implications as part of the  Environmental Public Hearing process for clearances of Industrial 
Projects.                  
 -            Promote and monitor the CDM projects as explained below:                                 
 -            Gujarat  is in forefront of industrial development. Many large and medium scale  units of multinational projects
have their units in Gujarat. Apart from  that small scale industries are scattered all over Gujarat.                  
 -            For these industries, coal and other fossil fuel is the main source of energy.                   
 -            Burning  of fossil fuel emits lots of carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, nitrogen  oxides and other gases, which
comes under green house category gases.                  
 -            Gujarat  has also large and medium scale Thermal Power Plants which are based on  Coal and lignite. These
altogether developments have created large  amount of green houses gases in atmosphere.                  
 -            To  overcome effect of green house gases and climate change United Nations  has created United Nations
Framework on Climate Change (UNFCCC).                  
 -            UNFCCC  has developed two project based mechanism for reduction of GHC from  global climate. One is Clean
Development Mechanism- CDM and Joint  Implementation- JI.                  
 -            In,  CDM projects, GHG emission are reduced by developing countries projects  and they earn Certified
Emission rate- CER. They sale CER to developed  countries and thus carbon trading comes in market.                  
 -            For implementation of CDM projects India is believed to be most potential country.                  
 -            CDM  projects are implemented in India since 2005. Gujarat Fluro Chemical  Ltd.- GFCl's HCFC reduction CDM
project was third in world first in  India.                  
 -            At this stage as many 300 CDM project are either implemented or under consideration in all over India.               
  
 -            Ministry of Environment & Forest is nodal agency in India for implementation of CDM projects.                      
NEED TO BE LOOK SOME ERRORES                 
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 -            SCDM  projects are implemented haphazardly in India. Ministry of Environment  & Forest is in promotional role
not in scrutiny role. Public is not  aware of any kind of such projects. Lots of foreign exchange in name of  CDM comes to
India but it goes to industry's pocket. Local people  neither aware nor beneficiary of project implementation. Due to this 
sometimes pollution does not comes under control and purpose of CDM  projects does not serve.                  
 -            Major  goal of CDM project for developing country is to achieve Sustainable  Development Goals. Whether
really this goal is achieved after project  operation?                  
 -            On basis of  capacity of project to achieve Sustainable Development Goals, National  Authority approves
projects.  Whether National Authorities are capable  enough to assess project contribution to Sustainable Development
Goals?  Indian National Authority is only in role of encouragement and not in  monitoring role.                  
 -            India  has put criteria for development of CDM project to enhance  environment/ecological/social/technological
well being through CDM  project. Whether it has been cross checked that project has enhance  environment and social
well being?                  
 -            As  buying credits is cheap options for Developed countries, they will opt  for it and emit more greenhouse
gases. Developed countries are actually  not interested in poverty alleviation or gas reduction but in using  developing
countries land/resources for project development.                  
 -            CDM  has remained between private companies, global consultant and stock  traders at large. Government and
local people are unaware of process of  CDM project. Consultation is mere formality at project development  stage.          
       
 -            There is no  public accountability or transparency involved in project operation. No  data on CERs selling and
earning to company. Even Ministry of  Environment & Forest is not aware on financial transactions.                      
Paryavaran Mitra's Efforts                
 -            Paryavaran  Mitra&rsquo;s demands are that CDM projects should be properly implemented,  local state
government should be made aware about projects, they should  have monitoring role project apart from promotional role
and local  people should get benefited from revenue of CDM project.                  
 -            Paryavaran  Mitra made series of meeting with State Environment and Forest  Department to promote CDM
projects and monitoring them.                  
 -            Paryavaran  Mitra wrote a letter to chief Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Ministry  of Environment & Forest
regarding CDM projects of Gujarat. After  that Paryavaran Mitra made application under Right to Information Act  that
what steps had been taken on our letter.                  
 -            In that regards it reveal that state government has formed CDM cell within Forest & Environment Department.    
             
 -            Paryavaran  Mitra also had campaign in Panchmahal distrct against GFCL. GFCL is  first CDM project in India.
They have said to reduction gases. On other  hand surrounding villages people have lots of complains about air  pollution
from GFCL. Gas leakage incidences also reported in Company.  So Paryavaran Mitra wrote to UNFCCC head quarter at
Bonn, Germany about  malfunctioning of project of GFCL.                  
 -            Head quarter had advised us to make presentation at validation stage of any projects.                  
 -            So Paryavaran Mitra now regularly makes presentation to various projects at their validation stage on UNFCCC
website.                        In following CDM projects comments were sent at validation stage of project from April 2007 to
March 2008.       1) Gujarat Heavy Chemicals Ltd., Vapi       2) Garden Silk Ltd., Surat       3) SAL Steel Ltd., Kutch       4)
Electrotherm India Ltd., Kutch       5) Anil Starch Ltd., Ahmedabad        6) Wind based power plant, Kutch       7) Reliance
Industries Ltd.,Vadodara       8) Mono Steel Ltd., Kutch       9) Reliance Industries Ltd., Jamnagar       10) IPCL Vadodara
energy efficiency        11) 30 MW wind based power project at surajbari, Gujarat       12) IOCL Vadodara complex       13)
Grid Connected Cycle Power plant at Dhuvaran TPS of GSEBL       14) Natural Gas based Power Plant of Essar, Hazira.
      15) Hindustan Zinc Ltd. Wind mill projects, Jamnagar       16) Gujarat Ambuja Export Ltd.       17) Sintex Industries
Ltd., Kalol       Apart  from comments in validation stage, for close look at implemented CDM  project, Vipin Makwana
visited villages surrounded by Gujarat Flora  Chemicals Ltd. in Panchmahal on 19/06/2007 to check the impacts of CDM 
projects on social life.       Our Demands:                
 -            That CDM projects should be properly implemented (make Public hearings mandatory),                  
 -            Local self-governments should be made aware about such projects,                  
 -            They should have a monitoring role in the projects apart from just a promotional role.                  
 -            The local people should get an equal benefit from its revenue.                  
 -            Developed Countries should stop playing 'Green Politics' on the ever increasing Environment challenges.           
      
 -            Developed  Countries are buying 'carbon-credit' from the developing and  under-developed countries but at the
same time they have to make sure  that actually the carbon is 'cut' (reduced) on reality basis at their  own countries.         
        
 -            CDM projects in  developing countries should be monitored before buying carbon credits.  They should
encourage use of CDM revenue for local communities.                  
 -            People  in developed countries should reduce their consumption patterns in  order to reduce green house gases
in the atmosphere. Moreover, the  growing market for the super rich in India alone is a greater victim of  such unchecked
consumption. While we maintain the focus on CDM - there  must be more awareness on these factors as well for
achieving the  greater purpose of reducing GHGs.                     
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No

Date 

Name of the Subject 

Name of Speaker 1

22.11.08

Basic Understanding of Climate Change

Prof.  J. N. Joshi 
(Retd H.O.D., Environmental Engineering Department, L.D. Engineering college, Ahmedabad) 2

13.12.08

Economical Impacts of  Climate Change 

Prof. Hemant Shah 
(H.K. Arts and Commerce college,  Ahmedabad) 3

27.12.08

Environmental Conditions of Gujarat and Effects of Climate Change

Shri Rajnibhai Dave 
(Social worker, Bhumiputra, Vadodara) 4

10.01.09

Climate Change - Role of Environmental Professionals

Shri Rakesh Shah
(Anand Consultancy, Ahmedabad) 5

24.01.09

Incontinent truth Thing Globally Act Locally

Film screening  produced by Al Gore 
(ex-vice president of America) 6

14.02.09

Increasing Sea level and its effects

Shri Atul Sharma 
(Gujarat Maritime Board, Gandhinagar) 7

28.02.09

Environmental problems of Gujarat and its solution

Dr. A.K.A.Rathi 
(Rtd.Technical Advisor of Govt. of Gujarat, Industries Commissioner, G. I. D. C.) 8

14.03.09

Climate Change and its relations with Economy and Ecology 

Prof. Gaurang Yagnik (Sahjanand Arts and Commerce College, Ahmedabad) 9

28.03.09
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Political willingness and Climate Change issue

Shri Mahesh Pandya 
(Paryavaran Mitra) 10

11.04.09

Importance of EIA as a tool to mitigate Climate Change

Shri Snehal Satyapanthi (Practicing consultant in Environment Management) 11

25.04.09

'Climate Change and Intellectual Property Rights' 

Dr. Rushikesh Mehta 
(Principal, Maneklal Nanavati Law College) 12

9.05.09

Development Projects, Biodiversity and Role of People

Dr. Kaushik Raval 
(University School of Law) 13

23.05.09

&ldquo;Your planet needs you: UNite to combat climate change&rdquo; 
A panel discussion

1. Vivek Sheth: Environment Consultant 
2. Paras Jha: Media Person 
3. Sunil Parmar: Post Graduate Diploma in NGO Management Student, EDI 
4. Dhara Gajjar: Member, Paryavaran Mitra 
Chair person: Prof. J.N. Joshi (Rtd. Prof. Environment Engg. Dept, L.D.Eng. College, A&rsquo;bad) 14

13.06.09

Biomedical Waste - Present Burning Issue

Shri Prakash Vaghela (Environmental consultant) 15

27.06.09

Climate Change-Mitigation Measures

Mrs. Parna Mukherjee 
(Lecturer, Institute of Law , Nirma University ) 16

11.07.09

&ldquo;Our role in Global & Local issues&rdquo;

Mr. Naresh Thaker 
Representative from GPCB 17

25.07.09

Environment Management Standards-ISO 14000

Mr. Gopal Shah 
(environment management Consultant) 18

8.08.09
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Climate Change effects on agriculture

Mr. S.M.  Patel 
(Ex-Deputy Director of Agriculture, Dept. of Agriculture) 19

22.08.09

Ozone Layer and its depletion

Mr. N.M. Patel 
(Organizer-Gujarat State Organizer for Global Environment technology Centre) 20

12.09.09

Rain water harvesting

Mr. P. D. Vyas, 
(Environmental activist) 21

26.09.09

Climate Change Mitigation : Experiences from Europe 

Katarzyna Trizpiola 
(law student from Warsaw University, Poland) 22

10.10.09

EC Process: Responcibility and perspective of Environment Consultants

Darshan Parekh 
(environment Consultant) 23

24.10.09

Bangkok Climate change talks

Mahesh Pandya
(Paryavaran Mitra)
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